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Kuala Lumpur: Pengajaran dan
pembelajaran Sains dan Matema-
tik dalam Bahasa Inggeris tidak
sepatuinya dilaksanakan semula,
kata bekas Ketua Pengarah De-
wan Bahasa dan Pustaka (DBP),
Prof Datuk Dr Awang Sarivan.

Awang yang juga Penasihat Per-
satuan Linguistik Malaysia itu se-
baliknya menggesa Kementerian
Pendidikan mencari kaedah ber-
sesuaian untuk meningkatkan ta-
hap penguasaan bahasa Inggeris
dalam kalangan pengajar dan pe-
lajar:

Beliau menegaskan, pengaja-
ran dan pembelajaran Sains dan
Matematik dalam bahasa Inggeris
bukan program pemulihan atau
peningkatan penguasaan bahasa
Inggeris kerana kajian empirikal
memimjukkan penguasaan baha-
sa itu tidak meningkat, malah
pencapaian pelajar dalam dua su-
bjek terbabit juga merudum da-
lam menerusi pelaksanaannya.

“Penguasaan bahasa Inggeris
hendaklah ditingkatkan melalui
mata pelajaran itu sendiri, latihan
perguruan, penyediaan bahan pe-
ngajaran dan pembelajaran dan
penyusunan sukatan pelajaran

1.

“Pengajaran dan pembelajaran
Sains dan Matematik dalam ba-
hasa Inggeris disahkan program
vang salah dari segi dasar, mat-
lamat dan pelaksanaannya. Ka-
jian DBE Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia (UKM), Permuafakatan
Badan Ilmiah Nasional (PEMBI-
NA) dan kementerian juga meng-
esahkan kesilapan serta kegaga-

y

12016 wajar dip

Program I

lan Pengajaran dan Pembelajaran
Sains dan Matematik dalam Ba-
hasa Inggeris (PPSMI).

“Malah Kementerian Pendidi-
kan memansuhkannya pada 2012.
Adakah kerajaan hendak mengu-
lang kesilapan kali kedua dan hen-
dak mengurangkan peranan ba-
hasa Melayu sebagai bahasa ilmu,
terutama dalam bidang sains dan
teknologi,” katanya kepada BH di
sini, semalam.

Sementara itu, Ketua Setiausa-
ha Pengelola PKR, Nik Nazmi Nik
Almad dalam hantarannya di
akaun Twitter menyeru kerajaan
mempertimbangkan semula pe-
ngumuman Perdana Menteri
vang berhasrat memperkenalkan
semula pengajaran dan pembela-

jaran Sains dan Matematik dalam
bahasa Inggeris.

“Kita mesti mengimbas semula
mengapa PPSMI  dimansuhkan
pada 2012, Penggunaan bahasa
Inggeris dalam subjek Matematik
dan Sains menyebabkan pelajar
yvang rendah penguasaan bahasa
itu sukar memahami dua subjek
penting berkenaan.

“Kita juga berhadapan dengan
isu guru Sains dan Matematik
vang lemah penguasaan bahasa
Inggeris vang tidak boleh dila-
hirkan segera atau digantikan de-
ngan mudah.

“Jika kita benar-benar mahu
memperkasakan bahasa Inggeris
pelajar;, kita harus memperkemas
mutu dan silibus subjek terbabit.

bantu pelajar dan guru kuasai bahasa Inggeris.

W

{Foto hiasan)

Ini pendekatan lebih berkesan
berbanding menambah pengaja-
ran bahasa Inggeris dalam subjek
lain, Tambahan lagi, Kkita ada
Program Dwibahasa (DLP) sejak
2016,” katanya.

Nik Nazmi menambah, Kemen-
terian Pendidikan seharusnya
mengelak perubahan dasar pen-
didikan yang terlalu kerap kerana
ia akan memberi kesan secara
langsung kepada gurn dan pela-

jar

“Apa vang kita patut fokus ada-
lah memastikan semua rakyat
mempunyai akses ke pendi-
dikan dan menambah pelaburan
dalam sektor pendidikan.

“Usaha untuk memperkasakan
Pendidikan Teknikal dan Latihan

Penguasaan
bahasa Inggeris
hendaklah
ditingkatkan melalui
mata pelajaran itu
sendiri, latihan
perguruan,
penyediaan bahan
pengajaran dan
pembelajaran dan
penyusunan sukatan
pelajaran berkesan.
‘;;‘Jg:!}(g?mﬁgamh DEP

Vokasional (TVET) harus diterus-
kan serta persediaan pendidikan
ke arah Revolusi Industri 4.0
(IR4.0) wajib diperkemaskan," ka-
tanya.

Dalam perkembangan sama, be-
kas Menteri Pendidikan, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahdzir Khalid pula
menggesa kerajaan memperkasa-
kan Program Dwibahasa yang di-
perkenalkan pada 2016 sebelum
memperkenalkan semula PPSMI.
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Program SBS tawar pulangan kepada graduan

SHAH ALAM - Program Selangor
Business School (SBS) di bawah
Univesiti Selangor (Unisel) bakal
memberi pulangan bernilai kepada
graduan berikutan yuran pengajian
ditanggung oleh kerajaan negeri.
Dekan SBS, Profesor Dr Mohd
Faiz Abdullah berkata, selain itu,
program tersebut turut melahirkan
graduan yang berjaya bagi meme-
nuhi peluang pekerjaan dalam pel-
bagai sektor antaranya perniagaan,
korporat dan perkhidmatan awam.
Beliau berkata, Unisel turut me-
milih tenaga pengajar yang
berpengalaman daripada institusi-
institusi pendidikan terkemuka
tanah air bagi memastikan penun-

—

tut mendapat pendidikan berkua-
liti.

“Unisel menyediakan kemudah-
an taraf tertinggi kepada penuntut
yang ingin mendapatkan Ijazah
Sarjana Pentadbiran Perniagaan
(MBA),” katanya pada program
Malaysian Artist Showcase anjuran
SBS pada Rabu lalu.

Dalam pada itu, program Ma-
laysian Artist Showcase yang dian-
jurkan SBS itu turut menghimpun-
kan karya-karya dihasilkan oleh
beberapa artis terkemuka tanah air.

Antara artis yang menyertai pro-
gram itu adalah Eddie Putera, Khai-
rul Azuwan, Aimi Jannat, Baiti
Fauzi, Nazhan Fikr dan ramai lagi.

Antara karya yang dipamerkan sewaktu program Malaysian Artist Showcase anjuran SBS pada
Rabu lalu. Gambar kecil, Mohd Faiz.
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7
- MAJLIS Bandaraya Shah Alam (MBSA) akan
“- HEBAHAN mengadakan Pengoperasian Pejabat Bergerak
Shah Alam On Wheel pada Februari 2020.

PEJABAT BERGERAK MBSA
SHAH ACAMm

PERKHIDMATAN YANG an WhEEIS
e [N AN ET] BULAN FEBRUARI 2020
SEPANJANG

PLAZA SHAH ALAM, 11 PAGI -
BAHAGIAN KORPORAT DAN SENSYEN S s
e e W75 AEon BIG BUKIT RimAu, BT
[ ] shahal;mcir\.:c:nurmll SABTU SEKSYEN 32 bl

HARI TANPA KENDERAAN 7 PAGI -
?:;iﬁmﬁfﬂ‘lfﬂﬂfxﬂﬂm
AEON MALL SHAHALAM, [FTIZT 0
SEKSYEN 13 5 PETANG
TESCO SETIA ALAM, 17 PAGI-
SEKSYEN U13 5 PETANG

PLAZA SHAH ALAM, 11 PAGI -
SEKSYEN 9 5 PETANG

“JADUAL INI ADALAH TERTAKLUK KEPADA PERUBAHAN
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Lebih 430 orang pelajar
serta gurudi Sekolah
Kebangsaan (SK) Pulau
Meranti, Puchong, Selangor
mendapat manfaat daripada
ceramah Keselamatan
Jalan Raya anjuran Jabatan
Kerja Raya (JKR) dan anak
syarikat Protasco Berhad
(Protasco), Roadcare (M)
Sdn Bhd (Roadcare), baru
baru ini.

Program tanggungjawab
sosial korporat (CSR)
itu turut menyaksikan
penyerahan bantuan
persekolahan kepada pelajar
dan sekolah.

Selain pakar dari
JKR dijemput untuk
menyampaikan ceramabh,
turut diadakan demonstrasi,
penerangan dan pelbagai
tip keselamatan jalan raya
dikongsikan dalam majlis
terbabit.

Selain itu, sumbangan
berjumlah RM5,000
diberikan kepada pihak
sekolah untuk menambah
baik infrastruktur.

Program pendidikan
keselamatan jalan raya
itudirasmikan Timbalan
Ketua Pengarah Kerja Raya
Sektor Infra, JKR Malaysia,
Zulakmal Sufian.

Turut hadir Guru
Besar SK Pulau Meranti,
Siti Habsah Ahmad dan
Pengarah JKR Selangor,
Shahabuddin Mohd.

Zulakmal turut
menyerahkan bantuan
persekolahan kepada
52 pelajar asnaf yang
menerima bantuan beg
sekolah, alat tulis berserta
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Didik berhemah

.-w

di jalan raua

O

WANANT ST

ZULAKMAL (tiga dari kiri) menyampaikan bantuan persekolahan
kepada murid yang disaksikan Siti Habsah (kiri) dan Shahabuddin
(dua dari kanan) serta Wan Imran (kanan).

wang saku, manakala
436 murid menerima
kelengkapan alat tulis.
Ketua Pegawai Operasi
Bahagian Penyenggaraan
Protasco, Datuk Wan
Imran Wan Omar berkata,
Protasco dan Roadcare
mempunyai misi yang
jelas dalam memastikan
komuniti setempat sentiasa
mendapat manfaat melalui
program pendidikan.
“Menyedarihakikat peri
pentingnya pendidikan
dalam mencorak masa
depan yang lebih
cerah, kami sentiasa
menggalakkan usaha
murni sebegini dijalankan
anak syarikat sebagaisatu
penghargaan dan bantuan
vang boleh dimanfaatkan

penduduk setempat.

“Protasco dan anak
syarikat sentiasa
meletakkan operasi
syarikat yanglebih
lestari sebagai objektif
perniagaan.

“Maijlis ini menjadi
platform perkongsian
rezeki, acara beramah
mesradan acara turun
padang yang dapat
dimanfaatkan penduduk
setempat serta pelbagai
pihak berkepentingan yang
lain.

“Apa yang lebih penting,
program pendidikan
keselamatan jalan raya
yang berfaedah dan
sangat berguna dapat
dimanfaatkan semua
peserta,” katanya.
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lawak
berlebihan’

Pelawak dan pengacara, Na-
bil Ahmad (gambar) me-
ngajak rakan pelawak yang
lain supaya sentiasa berha-
ti-hati dalam melakukan
sebarang aksi komedi me-
mandangkan ia bersifat
subjektif.

Nabil berkata, walaupun
golongan pelawak mempu-
nyai hak untuk mengguna-
kan sebarang ilham, namun
setiap idea ada implikasi.

“Sebagai pelawak, ma-
sing-masing ada pilihan
untuk cakap sesuatu dan
gunakan apa saja idea da-
lam melakukan aksi komedi
dan ia bersifat subjektif.

“Bahkan, jika mendatang-
kan kebaikan maka, mak-
sudnya ia adalah idea atau
kenyataan yang baik.

“Justeru, setiap yang dila-
kukan atau tuturkan ada
implikasinya. Kalau lawak itu
menjadi, maka akan jadilah.

“Namun, kalau sebaliknya
pasti ada pihak yang akan
rasa ia sebagai sesuatu yang
salah,” katanya.

Mengulas juga mengenai
isu pelawak, llya Buang
yang dikatakan digam oleh
Majlis Bandaraya Shah
Alam (MBSA) dan tidak da-
pat membuat persembahan
dalam satu program TV ba-
ru-baru ini, Nabil berharap
ia dapat diselesaikan de-
ngan baik.

“Saya akui, saya sendiri
sebagai pelawak pun terke-
san dengan insiden itu. Sa-
ya mengenali Pak Ya (llya)
dan saya tahu bahawa dia
adalah penghidap diabetes.
Dia bekerja untuk menam-
pung kos perubatannya.

“Oleh itu, saya berharap
semoga isu ini dipermu-
dahkan dan dapat diselesai-
kan dengan baik." katanya.

Nabil yang juga pengaca-
ra program MeleTop akan
mengacarakan Anugerah
MeleTop Era 2020 bersama
Jihan Muse,

“Kali ini, saya berganding
dengan Jihan. Ini adalah ka-
li pertama rakan pengacara
sebelum ini iaitu Neelofa ti-
dak bersama kami.

“Apapun, saya mengha-
rapkan dia (Neelofa) dapat
buat kejutan sebagai ke-
munculan khas di acara itu
nanti,” katanya.
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@ BRING greater meaning to the celebration:
Paradigm Mall P] is working with Kechara Soup

Kitchen by initiating a Food Bank donation drive
in the mall. Dry and canned food can be dropped
at the designated Food Bank donation bin
stationed in front of RHB Bank at Level CC from
Jan 6 - Dec 31. The mall management will also
match the food denations made by the public to
the food bank.

“HUAT" your way through the start of Year
of the Rat with blossoms of abundance this
Chinese New Year! Witness peony flow-
ers blooming beautifully at Paradigm Mall
Petaling Jaya, beckoning family and friends
close for a great time to catch up and make
memories together.

Aptly themed ‘Garden of Abundance’,
mall visitors can witness an amazing decora-
tion of beautiful peony flowers at Paradigm
Mall Petaling Jaya - this auspicious flower
symbolises prosperity, abundance and

good fortune. It will be designed to incorpo-

.

I~

@ (L - R) Tan Boon Leong, Assistant General Manager, Paradigm Mall Petaling Jaya,
Selena Chua, CEO of WCT Malls Management, Tengku Datin Paduka Setia Zatashah Bimti
Sultan Sharafuddin Idris Shah, Moon Tan, Retail Director of WCT Malls management and
Justin Cheah, Operations Director of Kechara Soup Kitchen with the children from Vic-
tory Home who also joined in the celebration.

® THE official launch of ‘Garden of Abundance’ in conjunction with Chinese New Year
celebration at Paradigm Mall Petaling Jaya in the presence of personnel from WCT Malls
management and Tengku Datin Paduka Setia Zatashah Binti Sultan Sharafuddin Idris
Shah who is present on behalf of Kechara Food Kitchen to officiate the Kechara Food
Bank initiative,

rate butterflies in decorative shades of sweet
orange and red, swooping in to dencte that
Chinese New Year is upon us from now to
Feb 9.

“We are proud to present to you our
Garden of Abundance; it is a tradition to
welcome Chinese New Year with auspicious
plants and blooms because they are be-
lieved to bring good luck and blessings. This
year marks the Year of Metal Rat and as per
the yearly horoscope predictions, the New
Year is linked to material success, wellness,
and luxury in life. With this, we wish all mall
visitors an auspicious Chinese New Year and
may the Mew Year be filled with content-
ment, opportunities, and peace,” says Ms
Selena Chua, Chief Executive Officer of WCT
Malls Management.

“Chinese New Year is a festival of giving.
While we celebrate the arrival of this promis-
ing New Year, let us not forget that there are
less fartunate people within our communi-
ties. To play a small part in reaching out
to them, Paradigm Mall P is working with
Kechara Soup Kitchen's Food Bank initiative
by initiating a Food Bank donation drive in
the mall.”

Mall visitors can be a part of this mean-
ingful activity by donating food (dry and
canned food) to those in need - simply drop
them at the designated Food Bank donation
bin stationed in front of RHB Bank at Level
CC from now to Dec 31. Adding mere joy to
the celebration, Paradigm Mall PJ will match
the food donations made by the public to
the food bank in this CSR initiative. Paradigm
Mall Petaling Jaya will also be affering at-
tractive rewards, exclusive redemptions and
fun-filled activities for mall visitors to enjoy.
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TheStar Exclusive

Get familiar with the term personal
mobility devices as they may soon
populate city streets in Klang Valley,
starting with Shah Alam this month, to
enhance connectivity. The term refers to
e-scooters and bike-sharing services, for
which guidelines are being drafted to
ensure proper regulation. >2&3
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Stories by JADE CHAN
jade@thestar.com.my

MUCH has been said and written
about our cities’ vehicle-choked
streets and numerous campaigns

to encourage the public to use mass

rtation.

But one of the valid complaints
from commuters is the particular
lack of point-to-point connectivity.

Perhaps this is where personal
mobility devices (PMD) can play a
role in helping take more vehicles
off the road, as PMDs not only help
connect that last mile for public
transport users but are aiso handy
for short distance commute.

To this end, Urbanice Malaysia is
established to look into this aspect
of transportation in detail and for-
mulate a framework for PMDs
which include e-scooters and even.
bike-sharing services.

The entity was set up by Housing
and Local Government Ministry in
June 2016 to implement projects as
well as programmes that offer solu-
tions for urban challenges, conduct
incubation programmes for smart
urban solutions and provide advi-
sm;!y services on urban planning
and development.

Its objective is to promote sus-
tainable and climate-responsive
urban development through
knowledge-sharing, partnership
programmes and multi-stakeholder
engagements.

Mobility is one of its projects.
Previously, Urbanice had helped to
facilitate two community hubs as
well as organised the World Urban
Forum in Kuala Lumpur in 2018.

Rules required

Urbanice will be working with the
relevant authorities in drawing up
a guideline to regulate the use of
personal mobility devices in
Malaysia, Urbanice Malaysia chief
executive officer Norliza Hashim
said.

“We will be organising a work-
shop in the second quarter of 2020
to address the bigger picture on
how active mobility will be for
Malaysia, including regulations and

usage,

“They include whether PMDs
should be used on the left or right
side of the road, permitted loca-
tions if dedicated bike lanes are not
available and travel speed.

“This workshop is primarily
targeted at local authorities in
Penang, Kuala Lumpur and Shah
Alam, Road Transport Department
(JP]), the police and selected exist-
ing PMD users, to get their feed-.
back.”

The three cities are where PMD
vehicles are being used on a trial
run.

Norliza said Urbanice would
base Malaysia’s guidelines on

Moving commuters
individually

Local government ministry’s agendy working with
various authorities to draw up guidelines for e-scooters

Yasmin Ahmad Munir Lane and Muhammad lllyas Mustapa are among
the Urbanice staff who frequently use e-scooters to commute between
their office and the nearest MRT train station. They say using e-scooters
is physically less taxing than bicycles since e-scooters are motorised
vehicles. — Photos: YAP CHEE HONG/The Star

Singapore’s model, as the road traf-
fic rules and cultures of hoth coun-
tries were similar.

“The Singaporean tfi:m*em.ﬂ'ne.irlt is
very strict on regulations, particu-
larly after several PMD-related
accidents last year.

“Tt is estimated that there are
about 300,000 micro-mobility units
being used on the streets of
Singapore.

“At its peak, there were 17 pro-
viders of e-scooter and bike-shar-

services in Singapore, Now,
only three have been approved to
operate in the island republic,” she
pointed out.

Norliza believes that bicycles
and e-scooters offer low-carbon
mobility solutions and sustainable
alternatives for first- and last-mile
commute in cities, in addldnnumm
providing sa to local authori-
ties in tenns‘g‘ssinﬁ'wmcture

*They afler s wayfir pecgl

ey offer a way for e o
travel within cities, or short dis-
tances such as from train station to
office,” she said.

“The infrastructure maintenance
for bicycles and e-scooters is also
less than cars, as larger vehicles
will cause more wear and tear on
roads.”

Norliza: "A solution for first- and

last-mile commute has to be con-
venient, accessible and workable.”

Trial time
Urbanice Malaysia is working on
several pilot projects with
Anywheel, one of the active mobili-
ty sharing operators from

ingapore.

or the 7th Asia-Pacific Urban

Forum held in October 2019 in
Penang, Anywheel brought in
between 150 and 200 e-scooters for
delegates to commute to the con-
vention centre that was the event
venue,” said Norliza.

“The initial results have not been
encouraging as the 1.5km radius
test area is too small.

“Before the six-month trial peri-
od is up, we are hoping to get
Penang Island City Council’s per-
mission to expand the test area to
get more people to use the e-scoot-
ot i

In Kuala Lumpur, Anywheel has

rovided 20 e-scooters and 10 dock-

ess bicycles that are used by
Urbanice staff for short commutes.

The will soon be
expande to the Bukit Damansara
community.

“The next stage is Shah Alam.

“A dockless bicycle service will be
launched in the first r of
2020 in Shah Alam’s city centre,
where many government agencies
and commercial buildings are locat-
ed,” said Norliza. g

“Shah Alam will be a test
ground as the and
residential areas are nearby and
there is a strong low-carbon move-
ment by the city council (MBSA).”
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Anywheel's dockless bicycle service in Shah Alam will
utilise the city's existing bicycle lane. — MUHAMAD

SHAHRIL ROSLI/The Star
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PARK YOUR
BICYCLE
& SCoOTY

HERE!

Geofencing technology s a way to prevent
Indis:rimlnate parking and dumping of

Projection for shared mobility users

The Draft Kuala wmmmwm Lumpur City Hall

les provided by bike-shari

SEI’VICES

used on the road or pedestrian

walkway.
“And we do not want the situa-
tion to turn out like oBike, where in

(DBKL) projects that the p ge of sly ity in Kuala the earl es it was alright but it

wmuummmmwmm MME):;‘E,NM for the city

ch as public transport, ride-sharing, bike-sharing and later,” he said.

m The oBike service was an on-de-
mand and dockless bike-sharing
platform introduced in ;(zfm_ -

While it was popular duri
e introduction period, things fe
——-m" apan when thie problem of uncol-
2030 | lected bicycles and complaints of
12 months, depending on the type and number of .MP”“: = obstruction started cropping up.
offencels). el — DBKL's Enforcement Department

Source: Channe! Transport Autharity Source: DBKL, Urbanice had to confiscate oBike hicycles that
oS were abandoned in the city as they
obstructed pedestrian walkways

She also said that Anywheel dockless bicycle service in Shah the b in designated areas and  local councils could consider open-  and streets.
might introduce e-scooters and elec-  Alam. scan a QR code there to end their ing up back alleys for bicycles and At the moment, Beam is the only
tric bicycles later on. “It will start in the city centre as ride. E-5C00ters. operator for shared e-scooter rental

highlighted that the collabo- there is an existing bike lane there. “They will face a penalty if they He added that doing so would in Kuala Lumpur.
ration between Urbanice and The service is aimed at those work-  fail to do so, mdudlns additional simultaneously address the issue of However, [brahim said DBKL
Anywheel would explore the possi-  ing or needing to head to fees and deducted points,” he said riders’ safety and cleanliness o had sent a letter to Beam to stop its
bility of creating an em to ment and commercial hum and elahorated that enforcement operations until the company
expand the service to other cities such as the state Secretariat build- would be jointly handled by the ser- received clearance from the rele-
and towns. ing. Wisma MBSA, SACC Mall and vice operator and local council. KL on hold vant agencies.

“We cannot scale up active mobil-  PKNS Complex.” “Selangor will take the lead in “We have not allowed Beam to
ity sharing services in Malaysia He said the state gwarmnenl was wing up guidelines for whatcan ~ Kuala Lurgﬁg‘my Hall (DBKL) operate in Kuala Lumpur and we
until there is some form of regula- keen on having active mobility ser-  and cannot be done by active mobil-  executive or (Socioeconomic  have taken enforcement action on
tion and awareness campaign,” she  vices in Selangor to serve as an |ry service operators in the state. Development) Datuk Ihrahim e-scooters that are scattered around
stressed. alternative mode of port for lation of e-scoot- Yusoff said discussions on the use the city,

“A salution for first- and lasl mile first- and last-mile connectivity, ers will come under Transport of e-scooters in Kuala Lumpur “We have confiscated more than

has to be o which in turn would lessen the use  Ministry or JPJ's ]unsdmnn. w:lud- were still in early stages. 100 e-scooters that obstructed
acl:esf.hle and workable. of fuel-based vehicles and lower ing the maximum speed limit “Our Civil Engineering and wvehicular traffic or pedestrian

“Ideally, we hope that bicycles carbon emissions. whether safety equipment is maJ\ Urban Transportation Departments  walkways, because they were an
and e-scooters can share the same “For example, some of the datory. are still analysing with the police eyesore and caused public incon-
road as cars, so that some space can  employees at the state Secretariat “There is also potential for the feasibility of using venience,” he said.
be reclaimed for pedestrians,” she drive out to the nearbyy shops expanding the active mobility ser- e-seooters in this city.
added. or malls to pack their meals. vice to other areas in Selangor, such “E-scooters are still

“Providing a mobility as Bandar Sunway, Puchong Jaya, not allnwsc;n Kuala
vice will hoj encourage them  Ampang Jaya, Subang Jaya and S52.  Lumpur use
Selangor starts to use bi Or e-scooters “For these areas, e-scooters and Mthout Pro
The active mobility project will instead,” he added. bicycles will be used for getting guidelines, Lﬁzy are
kick off in Shah Alam with a Ng said the geofencing technalo- around within a township or run-. dangerous when
bike-sharing service in Section 14 gy employed by Anywheel for ning errands, rather than connect-
this month. their two-wheelers would address ing city to city,” he said, adding that ;

Selangor local government, pub- the problems faced by previous the expansion could happen by late  Anywheel's users have to
lic transportation and new village bike-sharing services, such as 2020, depending on the project's scan a QR code to unlock the :
development committee chairman indiscriminate parking and dump- success in Shah Alam. urban mobility devices, such as ‘

Ng Sze Han said the state was work-  ing of bicycles. In areas where there were no e-scooters and bicycles, and to h
ing with Anywheel to introduce the “Users will be required to park dedicated bicycle lanes, Ng said the  end their ride.
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Tribute to Toh Puan Uma

SHE was always sought out for
her views on the nation’s pulse,
memories of the past, and the way
forward.

Fittingly so.

Toh Puan Uma Sambanthan,
who died on Jan 31 aged 90, was
much beloved by many and a
friend to every Prime Minister in
the last six decades.

She was one of the torchbearers
when history was made in 1957.
On Aug 31, 1957, a young Uma
stood with the founding fathers of
Malaya - the first Prime Minister,
Tunku Abdul Rahman, Tun VT
Sambanthan and Tun Tan Cheng
Lok - when independence was
declared. In_the last 63 years, she
never lost her passion for this
country.

Uma was a natural storyteller.
She talked about a Malaya that we
would love to have been a part of,
a Malaya where racial harmony
came naturally. She had a distinc-
tively precise memory of the
nation’s history, from its British
rule, the Japanese Occupation,
Merdeka and other major events
like the separation of Singapore
and the formation of Malaysia.

And while in conversation she
could checkmate any one of us
with detailed facts. For instance,
she corrected documented history:
“Merdeka did not happen at the
stroke of midnight, as it has been
reported, but a little later. This was
because Tunku was delayed by
ardent supporters who wanted to
bestow him with a title.”

Her understanding of the
Merdeka event had a depth of
multidimensional levels.

“When the Union Jack was
lowered and our flag was raised, |
thought how ironic it was that our
independence ceremony was held
in Dataran Merdeka, next to the
Selangor Club where ONLY the
British were allowed.

“Throughout the event, I was
very thrilled that we were finally
free to think for ourselves and free
to lead our own country with a sys-
tem that didn’t oppress people. Till
today, when the national anthem is
played, I get nostalgic over being
liberated from the colonial regime.”

Uma was born in Beruas, Perak.
Her father, OM Subramaniam, was
a senior officer with the Public
Works Department and her moth-
er, Jayalakshmi Swaminathan
Sastrigal, was a homemaker. Both
were very supportive of Uma’s edu-

. =

Serving the people: Uma in a 2011 photo, doing what she did her
whole life, leading a charitable association. — Filepic

cation. In 1941, Uma attended the
Anglo-Chinese School in Sungai
Siput, Perak, where she won the
Best Indian Student of the Year
scholarship for 1942, However, her
education was interrupted by the
Japanese Occupation from 1942 to
1945.

After the Occupation, she gradu-
ated with a first class BSc degree
in Chemistry from the Madras
University in India and was award-
ed a scholarship to study for a
Masters degree at the Presidency
College in Chennai, India.

On returninghome to Muar,
Johor, she taught Science at the
Princess Alexandra School in
Singapore while waiting to contin-
ue a postgraduate research degree
in Germany. She was applying for a
scholarship for which a reference
was needed. Sambanthan was
Labour Minister in Kuala Lumpur
at the time.

“His family and my parents were
close friends. My father suggested
that I ask him for the reference.
That is how I met my husband in
February 1956, during the Chinese
New Year season.

“He did not give me the refer-
ence. Instead, he sent a proposal
for marriage. We were married in
May, three months later, at our
home in Muar.

“From being someone who had
been practically married to my
chemistry laboratory, I now had to

learn to work with people. Our
home was Og;n to MIC members
and people from my hushand's

constituency all the time.

“The women had to be mobilised
to play their role in nation-build-
ing. My husband emphasised that I
should do voluntary work with
multicommunal women’s’ groups.
He gave me great support and
guidance in my activities.

“I improved my Malay language
skills. In my worz. I tried to bridge
the gap between the races and the
urban and rural divide.”

From the last quarter of 1956 till
the 1970s, Uma worked with the
National Association of Women's
Institute, organising proper nutri-
tion and healthcare for kampung
babies, reviving local recipes, and
on income generation in general.

Uma was also the chairman and
director of the National Land
Finance Co-operative Society,
which was set up by her husband
in 1960 to mitigate the fragmenta-
tion of foreign-owned plantations
and loss of employment then.

Uma spoke fondly of Tunku
Abdul Rahman as a leader who
truly believed that Malaysia
belonged to each and every
Malaysian irrespective of race or
religion.

On the 10th anniversary of
Merdeka, that is, midnight of Aug
30, 1967, the Merdeka celebration
was re-enacted.

“Dataran Merdeka was filled
with people of all races in colourful
clothes - like a beautiful garden,”
she recounted.

“The programme went on till
late, past 2am, and when it was
over, we saw Tunku to his car and
left for our home, Early the next
morning, we went to Tunku's resi-
dence to give our felicitations for
the occasion. We were met by his
wife, Puan Sharifah Rodziah, affec-
tionately called ‘Ma Ungku’, smiling
her welcome. When Tunku came
down and after wishing him, my
husband asked him whether he
managed to get any rest after such
a late night.

“The Tunku replied, ‘How to rest,
Sambanthan? I saw all those won-
derful people gathered there, and
came back and prayed for them.”

Like her husband - who died of
heart disease in 1979, aged 59 -
who was well-known for his inter-
est in educating the people, Uma
was also active in the area, organis-
ing the infrastructure for the first
government girls' school in Jalan
Ampang, Kuala Lumpur, and the
first government primary school in
Selayang Baru, Selangor, using
facilities available from the govern-
ment.

The Sambanthans’ daughter,
Kunjari, recalls that the principal
feature common to both her par-
ents was their commitment to
self-improvement.

“My consistent image throughout
my life was of them reading -
books, magazines, not novels —
relating to subjects ranging from
science, astronomy, philosophy and
the works of great thinkers to
spiritual texts from Hinduism, Sufi
thoughts, etc.”

My memory of Uma will always
be of an image of her surrounded
by stacks and stacks of books on
almost every topic. The last time 1
saw her in her home, she was read-
ing the Bengali version of the gos-
pel of Paramahamsa Ramakrishna.

The passing of Toh Puan Uma
Sambanthan marks the end of an
era. She leaves behind in the rest
of us women a sense of pride that
we knew her.

VASANTHI RAMACHANDRAN
Kuala Lumpur

Note: The writer was mentored
by Toh Puan Uma Sambanthan
and kept a compilation of her

conversations.
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